
Reading Spine and progression of texts Nursery- Year 6

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Autumn
Texts

Autumn Topics
I am Me!
Let’s Celebrate!

Fiction Texts
● Happy to be Me by

Emma Dodd
● Birthdays
● Dear Santa by Rod

Campbell

Non- fiction
● The Skin you Live in
● Autumn by Alie

Busby
● The Perfect Fit
● Time to go to Bed
● Tree Seasons come

and Go

Poetry
● Heads, shoulders,

Knees and Toes
● Clap your hands
● If you’re happy and

you know it
● This is Me!
● Hands on Shoulder
● Here are my Ears
● Everybody do this
● Clap your hands
● Wriggle My Fingers
● Put your finger on

your knee
● Happy Birthday

Autumn Topics
1- It’s good to be

me
2- Terrific Tales

Fiction Texts
Autumn 1
● Colour Monster by

Anna Llenas
● Hello Friends by

Rebecca Cobb
Autumn 2
● Little Red Hen
● The Gingerbread

Man
Non- fiction
Autumn 1
● I am special I am

me
● All about Friends
● All about Feelings
● Seasons and

Weather book
● Why do leaves

change colour?
● We all have

different families
Autumn 2
● Farm Animals
● India

Poetry
Autumn
● I am the seed that

Grew the Tree
● First Poetry Book
● We can by

Michael Rosen
● Heads shoulders

Knees and Toes
● My Body Song
● Old McDonald
● Billy Goats Gruff

Poem

Autumn Topic
The Naughty Bus

Fiction Texts
● The Colour

Monster
Goes to
School

● Ruby’s Worry
● Naughty Bus
● Giraffe’s

Can’t Dance
● Somebody

Swallowed
Stanley

● The Lonely
Christmas
Tree

Non-Fiction
● A Planet Full

of Plastic
● What is it

made from?
(epic books)

Poetry/ Lyrics
● What a

Wonderful
World (list
poetry)

● Christmas
Play songs

Autumn Topic
What should we be
remembering?

Fiction Texts
● The tunnel
● The voices in the park
● The worst witch
● Where the Poppies

now grow

Non- Fiction

● Vlad- The Great
Fire of London

● Firefighters

Poetry
● Remembrance Day
● Bonfire Night -

November Night
Countdown

● Flanders Fields

Autumn Topic
Rocks and Fossils

Fiction Tests
● The Three Little Pigs
● Magic Porridge Pot
● Beware of Boys
● Flat Stanley
● Pugs of the Frozen

North
● Funny Bones Give the

Dog a Bone
● Each Peach Pear

Plum

Non-Fiction

● Mary Anning
● Rocks and Fossils
● Rock Factory
● The Pebble In My

Pocket

Poetry

● Shape poems
● Humorous/funny

poetry
● Be Glad Your Nose Is

On Your Face by Jack
Prelutsky

● In Flanders Field
● Song lyrics - When I

grow up’ from Matilda

Autumn Topic
Europe

Fiction Texts
● The Iron Man
● The Iron Woman
● Rusty the Robot

Non-Fiction
● Thomas Edison-

Science link
● Thomas Edison
● Muhammad Ali- Black

history month
● Dolphins In the River

Mersey- link to topic
● Why Do People Wear

Poppies?

Poetry

● Cat by T.S Elliot
● The Sound Collector
● Electricity- Billy Elliot
● Refugees by Brian

Bilston
● Chocolate Cake by

Michael Rosen
● No Man’s Land by Eric

Bogle

Autumn Topic
Rivers and Mountains

Fiction Texts
● The Butterfly Lion
● The lion the Witch and the Wardrobe
● There’s a Boy in the Girls Bathroom
● The Journey to the River Sea
● A River’s Journey by Angela Yardy
● A River by Marc Martin
● Peter Pan by JM Barrie - text
● Mermaid’s Lagoon - text
● Beowulf - History

Non- Fiction
● Claude Monet – text Art
● Chromatography - Science
● Heston’s Craziest Recipes - Science
● Mentos and Coke - Science
● Around the World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne

– Journey topic
● Cicada by Shaun Tan - Science
● The Circle Of Life - Science
● Life Cycle Of A Butterfly - Science
● Tim Berners-Lee - Computing

Poetry/ Lyrics
● Be Prepared (The Lion King)
● Titanium
● Just Around The Riverbend
● The Walrus and the Carpenter by Lewis Carroll

Autumn Topic
Is it Right to Fight?

Fiction Texts
● The Proudest Blue- Linked to

black history month
● Letters From the Lighthouse by

Emma Carroll
● Once by Morris Gleitzman
● Private Peaceful

Non-Fiction
● I am a Muslim Woman-

Black History month
● Moth by Isabel Thomas

Poetry
● Caged Bird by Maya Angelou
● Tyger by William Blake
● Invictus by William Ernest

Henley
● The Highwayman by Alfred

Noyes
● The Living Years by Mike and

the Mechanics

Spring
Texts

Spring Topics
1. Wonderful Woodland
2. Creatures Great and

Small

Fiction Texts
● Goldilocks and the

Three Bears
● This is Bear
● Chicken Licken
● Rosie’s Walk

Non Fiction
● The Acorn
● My First Book about

Woodland Animals
● Love our Earth
● Who is in the Egg?

Spring Topics
1- Amazing animals
2 – Come outside
Fiction Texts
Spring 1
● The Storm Whale
● Three Billy Goats

Gruff
Spring 2
● How to Grow a

dinosaur
● Christopher’s

caterpillars
● Anansi the

Spider

Non Fiction

Spring Topics
Fiction texts
● Alan’s Big

Scary Teeth
● Mrs Mole I’m

Home!
● You’re Called

What
● Peepo!

Non – Fiction
● Little People

Big Dreams
Jane Goodall

● Animals
Called
Mammals

Spring Topics
Explorers
Fiction texts
● Meerkat Mail (Links to

Explorers of the
● Past and Present)

Emily Gravett
● Fly By Night
● The Owl Babies by

Martin Waddle
● The Owl Who Was

Afraid of the Dark by
Jill Tomlinson

Non-Fiction

● Little People, Big
Dreams - Amelia

Spring Topics
Stoneage
Fiction texts
● Hare and the Tortoise
● How Rabbit Stole Fire
● Aesop’s Fables
● Stone Age Boy
● Ug – Boy Genius of

The Stone Age
● How to Wash a Woolly

Mammoth
● Sam Wu is not Afraid

of Ghosts
● Planet Omar –

Accidental Trouble
Magnet

● Stig Of the Dump by
Clive King

Spring Topics
Who were the Romans?
Disaster- Volcanoes.
Fiction texts
● Escape from Pompeii
● Who Let the Gods Out?
● The Miraculous Journey

of Edward Tulane.
● The Velveteen Rabbit by

Margery Williams

Non – Fiction

● Pompeii and Mount
Vesuvius text.

● Unusual adaptations to
habitats

● Ancient Rome BBC

Spring Topics
Struggle
Fiction texts
● The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis Lesson
● Scherazade – Aladdin – short stories
● Secret Garden
● The Secret Garden by Francis Hodgson Burnett
● The Man on the moon
● Cosmic – Sci-fi

Non - Fiction

● Gertrude Bell - History
● Searching For Hidden Beauty Across The Middle

East - History
● Ada Lovelace – Notable people diversity link
● Margaret Hamilton - Science
● Dorothy Vaughan - Science

Spring Topic- South America
Fiction texts Spring Topics
Fiction texts
● Holes by Louis Sachar
● Kensuke’s Kingdom
● Arrival by Shaun Tan

Non- Fiction

● Representations of Diego
Maradona and Mia Hamm.

● Pele
● Media Representations of Kate

Middleton and Meghan Markle
● Mary Walton- STEM week
● Amna Al Haddad and Mary Kom
● Goodnight Stories For Rebel

Girls
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Poetry
● We’re going on a bear

hunt
● Teddy Bear, Teddy

Bear Turn around
● The Bear went over

the mountain
● The farmer in the dell
● Little Bo Beep
● Mary Had a little Lamb
● Three Blind Mice

● The Big Blue
Whale

● Oceans and
Seas

● Big Bug of Bugs
● Why do we need

Bees?
● The life Cycle of

a butterfly

Poetry
● Dinosaur
● Growing and

Plants all written
by EY2P

Poetry/Lyrics
● We Don’t Talk

About Bruno
● Encanto
● Paul Delaney

Poetry:
● Counting to

Ten in the
Jungle

● The Jingle
Jangle Jungle
Walk

Earhart (Links to
Explorers of the Past
and Present)

● Mouse Fact File

Poetry

● The Owl and the
Pussycat

● Dragon Poems
● Paul Delaney Poet

Visit
● Jingle Jangle Jungle

Walk

● My Shadow

Classic Fiction

● Winnie the Pooh by
AA milne

● Stuart Little by EB
White

Non- Fiction
● Light
● Settlements
● Kids' Health - Topics -

Sugar - yes, you're
sweet enough!

● Food for Healthy
Bones

● The Stone Age
● Stone, Bronze and

Iron Age
● Sir Isaac Newton and

the Apple

Poetry
● Limericks
● Paul Delaney Poet

Visit
● The Owl and the

Pussycat by Edward
Lear

● The Sound Collector

● The story of the Chinese
zodiac

Poetry
● Oh, the Places by Dr

Seuss
● Pompeii by Bastille
● Life doesn’t frighten me

at all by Maya Angelou
● Romulus and Remus by

Rudyard Kipling

● The Jamie Drake Equation by Christopher Edge -
Science

Poetry
● Gran can you rap – text
● Goldilocks and the three bears poem
● Little Red Hiding Hood poem
● Other traditional story poems
● The Walrus and the Carpenter by Lewis Carroll
● Do Not Stand At My Grave And Weep by Mary

Elizabeth Frye
● We Refugees by Benjamin Zepheniah
● Where Is The Love? by The Black Eyed Peas

Poetry
● Jabberwocky by Lewis

Carroll
● The Moment by Margaret

Atwood
● Defying Gravity from

Wicked

Summer
Texts

Summer Topics
1. Growth and Change
2. All about Animals
Fiction Texts

● Jaspers Beanstalk
● The Very Hungry

Caterpillar
● Monkey and Me
● I went Walking

Non-Fiction
● One Day on our

Blue Planet
● Little Kids first Big

Book

Poetry
● Incy Wincy Spider
● 5 Little Worms
● 5 Little Bees
● Here is the

Beehive
● Ladybird Ladybird
● Caterpillar

Caterpillar
● Down in the jungle
● The Sneaky

Crocodile
● Five little Monkeys
● Row Row Row

your Boat
● Trot Trot Trot

Summer Topics
1- Fun at the seaside
2- Ticket to ride
Fiction Texts
● How to catch a

star by Oliver
Jeffers

● Rainbow Fish
● Handa’s Surprise
● Mr Gumpy’s

outing

Non-Fiction
● A first book of

sea
● My very First

Animal Book
● The big book of

animals
● A is for Africa
● Africa is not a

country
● One day on our

planet

Poetry

● Zoom Zoom
Zoom

● Once I caught a
fish Alive

● African call and
response songs

Summer Topic
Animals
● Scaredy

Squirrel
● Alice’s

Adventures in
Wonderland
by Lewis
Carroll

● Little Red
Riding Hood

Non- Fiction
● Inside the

Villains
● The Amazing

Life Cycle of
Plants

● Mama Miti

Poetry/ Lyrics

● Oi Cat
● The Crocodile

by Lewis
Carroll

● How Far I’ll
Go

● Moana
● Valerie Bloom

Poetry: Time
● The River

Summer Topic

Where the River Meets
the Sea

Fiction Texts

● Something Fishy  The
Disgusting Sandwich -
Gareth Edwards -
Hannah Shaw (Link to
Healthy Eating
Science)

● Where the Forest
Meets the Sea (Linked
to Geography topic)

● Jack and the Baked
Beanstalk

● On The Way Home Jill
Murphy

● The Lighthouse
Keeper’s Lunch

Non-Fiction

● Fact books on Sea

Poetry/ Lyrics

● Infant Music Festival
Songs

Summer Topic
Ancient Civilisations
Fiction Texts
● The Boy who Grew

Dragons by Andy
Shephard

● The Firework-Maker’s
Daughter by Philip
Pullman

● Anisha: Accidental
Detective by Serena
Patel

Classic Fiction
● The Reluctant Dragon

by  Kenneth Grahame
● It’s Too Frightening for

me by Shirley Hughes

Non-Fiction
● Why Are Tomatoes A

Fruit?
● Tools and Treasures

Of Ancient China by
Candice Ransom

History Detectives:
● The Shang Dynasty of

Ancient China
● Ancient Egypt
● Ancient Sumer
● Indus Valley

Summer Topics
Who were the Greeks?
Fiction texts
● The BFG by Roald Dahl
● Varjak Paw
● The Great Paper Caper

by Oliver Jeffers

Non- Fiction texts
● Greta’s Story by

Valentina Camrini
● How are Rainbows

formed?

Poetry
● The Adventures of

Isabel by Ogden Nash
● Raindrops keep falling

on my head by BJ
Thomas

Summer Topic
Fiction Texts
● The Breadwinner – continued
● Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone
● Harry Potter And The Philosopher’s Stone by JK

Rowling
● War of the Worlds – English unit of work
● Geronimo Stilton – English unit of work
● Tin Forest – English unit of work

Non- Fiction Texts
● Niagara Falls - Geography
● Lighthouse - History
● William Kamkwamba – Link to science
● How Parachutes Work – Link to science
● How Parachutes Work
● How Do Solar Panels Work? – Link to science
● How Do Solar Panels Work?

Poetry
● Pie Corbett
● Do Not Stand at My Grave and Weep by Mary

Elizabeth Frye
● We Refugees by Benjamin Zephaniah
● Elastic Heart

Summer Topics
What’s all the fuss about London?
Fiction Texts
● Stormbreaker by Anthony

Horowitz
● The London Eye Mystery by

Siobhan Dowd
● Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens

Non- Fiction Texts
● Red Blood Cells
● Preventing Coronary Heart

Disease - NHS Advice
● Fad Diets
● The Risk Factors of Smoking
● How Burglar Alarms Work
● Wires by Athlete
● The Parts of The Eye
● Malala Yousafzai
● You Are Awesome by Matthew

Syed

Poetry
● Ozymandias by Percy Bysshe

Shelley
● Ozymandias by Percy Bysshe

Shelley
● A selection of Poetry by Paul

Delaney
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Poetry
● Spike Milligan poetry
● Matilda Who Told Lies

And Was Burned To
Death by Hillaire
Belloc


